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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


January,  1988  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  March 
1,  1988,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2246  Bayerische  Staatsbi bl iothek , DFG/Zsbibliothek,  Ludwigstr  16, 
D-8000  Muenchen  34,  Fed.  Rep.  of  Germany 

2247- MT  Robert  W.  Rippert,  10  Lubber  St.,  Stony  Brook,  N.Y.  11790 

(Malta  - Knights  of  Malta  & Rhodes 
Teutonic  Knights,  Leprosuem  Tokens) 

2248- MT  Rajesh  Kumar  Lodha,  GPO  Box  3609,  Kathmandu,  Nepal  7101,  Asia 

(Dealer  in  Coins,  Medals,  Paper) 

2249  John  J.  Buhler,  9503  Nevens  Road  #2,  Houston,  Texas  77080 


Regular  Membership  Converted  to  Life  Membership : 

LM-93  David  R.  Hinkle,  RFD  1,  Box  168A,  Stonington,  Ct.  06378 
LM-94  Don  Brew,  64  Highgate  St.,  Superior,  Wiconsin  54880 


Life  Memberships 

Life  Memberships  are  available  to  members  of  three  years'  standing  upon 
application  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the  $200.00 
fee.  Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment  of  $60.00 
down  and  four  quarterly  payments  of  $35.00. 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


The  following  donations  have  been  received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 

HALPERT,  Wesley 
HIGEL,  Thomas  E. 
LOCKWOOD,  Linn 
MAIER,  Michael  G. 


Donation 

$10.00  Cash 
$1 .00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
147  Coins  ($180.00) 


Preference  of  Use 

General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT  FOR  JANUARY,  1988 

NEW  NI  LIBRARY  SUBJECT  INDEX  AVAILABLE 


The  indexing  by  subject  of  the  books  in  the  NI  Book  Library  has  been, 
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for  all  practical  purposes,  completed.  There  is  still  more  work  to  be 
done  as  the  Periodical  Library  is  also  being  indexed  with  their  lists 
of  articles  available  being  forwarded  to  the  Book  Librarian  to  be  in- 
cluded with  the  books  into  one  master  subject  index.  Further,  we  are 
not  satisfied  with  some  of  the  subject  assignments  and  it  will  take 
some  time  for  the  checking  to  be  completed,  but  NI  members  may  now 
make  use  of  our  new  subject  index  that  will  give  you  a list  of  all  of 
the  books  and  some  of  the  periodicals  available  for  your  research. 

THERE  IS,  HOWEVER,  ONE  MAJOR  RESTRICTION.  The  NI  Index  is  a "live" 
index.  Which  is  to  say  that  it  is  entered  into  a computer,  NOT  in  a 
book.  There  will  be  NO  BOOK  PUBLISHED.  The  reasons  for  this  are 
many  but  primarily  it  is  because  the  master  subject  index  (which  if 
printed  would  run  to  several  hundreds  of  pages  and  be  proportionately 
expensive)  will  be  kept  constantly  up-dated  as  new  material  is  received 
at  both  libraries.  Thus,  if  you  are  interested  in  only  French  tokens 
justaskfor  a printout  of  the  books  or  articles  avai  lable  on  that  sub- 
ject. You  will  then  receive  a page,  or  pages,  listing  books  or  articles 
devoted  to  French  tokens.  Titles  of  new  books  or  articles  as  they  are 
received  will  be  entered  under  the  appropriate  subject  index.  If 
during  the  year  we  get  a new  book  or  article  on  French  tokens  and  later 
if  you  ask  for  a repeat  of  the  printout  you  will  get  one  that  is  simi- 
lar to  the  old  index  but  includes  the  new  material. 

EXCEPTION  TO  THE  RULE.  Since  most  collectors  do  not  restrict  themselves 
to  one  subject  and  thus  would  very  likely  never  know  what  to  ask  for, 
or  for  that  matter  what  was  available,  we  are  preparing  a very  detailed 
listing  of  the  subjects  covered  by  the  books  and  arti cles  i n our  two 
libraries.  The  present  list  now  runs  to  twenty-five  pages  and  will 
probably  be  much  larger  by  the  time  the  indexing  of  the  Periodical  Li- 
bray  is  completed.  It  is  also  a "live"  index  which  will  be  continuous- 
ly updated  but  we  will  make  it  available  at  any  stage  in  its  growth 
to  NI  members  for  the  cost  of  copying  and  postage.  It  will  give  you 
the  various  subjects  covered  by  the  contents  of  our  two  libraries  and 
the  location  in  the  master  i ndex where  ti ties  of  the  books  and  magazine 
articles  relating  to  that  subject  are  located,  (i.e.  Titles  of  books 
or  articles  relating  to  the  "Coins  of  Argentina"  will  be  listed  under 
FE30;  titles  of  books  or  articles  on  the  "Medals  of  Argentina"  will  be 
listed  under  RN50;  titles  of  books  or  articles  on  the  "Coins  of  Armenia" 
will  be  found  under  KA20;  titles  of  books  or  articles  on  "Art  on  Coins 
of  the  Middle  Ages"  will  be  found  under  CC70,  etc.)  Thus,  if  you  are 
interested  in  what  either  of  the  libraries  hold  on  the  coins  of  Argen- 
tina, just  ask  for  a printout  of  the  material  listed  under  FE30. 

SECOND  EXCEPTION  TO  THE  RULE.  NI  members  with  computers  may  be  able 
to  purchase  for  a very  modest  sum  a floppy  disk  containing  the  com- 
plete listing  of  the  titles  of  all  the  books  and  articles  available. 

We  will  have  to  work  this  out  with  our  computer  geniuses  but  we  think 
that  we  may  be  able  to  convert  the  master  subject  index  of  books  and 
articles  into  something  that  those  of  you  with  an  IBM  compatible  com- 
puter can  read.  I am  trying  to  do  this  now  with  the  libraries  that  we 
i nter-1 i brary  loan  with  and  if  I can  make  it  available  to  them,  we 
will  make  it  available  to  NI  members. 

We  hope  that  NI  members  will  find  this  new  index  usable.  We  believe 
that  because  it  is  on  a computer  i t wi 1 1 be  adaptable  to  various  needs 


4 


and  we  trust  that  we  will  always  be  receptive  to  your  suggestions  for 
improving  this  new  service  to  you. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
NI  Book  Librarian 

★ ★★★★ 


"BEST  ARTICLE  OF  THE  YEAR"  NOMINATIONS 


A ballot  is  included  with  the  mailing  of  this  month'  issue  for  each 
member  to  vote  for  the  "Best  Article  of  the  Year"  for  1987. 

The  Selection  Committee  has  chosenafine  list  of  nominees  and  it  is 
anticipated  once  again  the  the  balloting  will  be  very  close. 

Please  return  your  ballot  as  soon  as  possible.  The  winner  will  be 
announced  in  the  May,  1988  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 

'k'k'k'k'k 

ARTICLES  SCHEDULED  FOR  PUBLICATION  IN  1988 


Fred  Drost,  our  Article  Editor,  has  suggested  we  publish  a listing  of 
articles  waiting  in  the  wings  for  publication.  The  following  is  not 
a complete  list,  but  a sampling  of  what  you  can  expect  in  months  ahead. 

"England's  Hammered  Coinage  Ends  Under  Charles  II",  by  R.  R.  Kuteher 
"A  Samanid  Hoard  of  Nah  I Bin  Na$r",  by  Raymond  J.  Hebert 

"Philip  IV  - His  Reign  Saw  the  Decline  of  Spain's  Power",  by  Lee 

Grossman 

"Recoinage  in  1695  Replaced  Britain's  Hammered  Coinage",  by  R.  R.  Kuteher 
"The  A.  & R.  Loggie  (N.B.)  Company  Tokens",  by  Frere  Nitouehe 

"Confirmation  of  the  1750,  Lima  Mint  Quarter  Real  Cob  Coin", 

by  Sewall  H.  Menzel 

"Snake-Foot  and  the  World  of  Power:  An  Anguipede  Amulet", 

by  R.  J.  Hebert 

"ALEXIUS  I - Byzantine's  Stop -Gap  Savior",  by  Lee  Grossman 

"Apollo  and  the  Persian  Sphinx",  by  R.  J.  Hebert 

"British  Patterns  by  Blondeau  and  Ramage",  by  R.  R.  Kuteher 

"Polish  Numismatic  Eagles",  by  Arthur  J.  Majewski 

"A  Donation  of  Dies  - Part  II",  same  "Part  III",  same  "Part  IV",  same 
"Part  V",  and  same  "Part  VI",  by  R.  J.  Hebert 

"Coinage  Portraying  Janus",  by  R.  R.  Kuteher 

"Gordianus  Pius  - 'Treachery  Ends  a Promising  Career'",  by  Lee  Grossman 
"Caius  Julius  Caesar"  by  R.  R.  Kuteher 

"Jayantia  Coins  and  the  Koch  Historical  Tradition:  An  Examination", 

by  Jai  Prakash  Singh 

"Introduction  to  Siege  Coins,  by  Lawrence  C.  Korehnak 
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"Trafalgar  Day  Medal  - Dawson,  Y.  T.  Canada  1905",  by  Brian  J.  Denman 
"Rhodesia  - A Numismatic  Look"  by  Milt  Blackburn 

"The  Cashbox  of  a Small  Tradesman  Located  Near  Damascus  - What  a Hoard 
Can  Tell  Us",  by  Jurgen  Mikeska 

"French  Indo-Chine  Emergency  Coinage  1938-1941",  by  John  L.  Pieratt 
"Bank-Note  Wrappers",  by  Reinhold  Jordan 

"Was  Christopher  Columbus  of  the  Jewish  Faith?",  by  Lee  Grossman 
"Greek  Imperials",  by  R.  R.  Kutcher 

"The  Coins  of  the  Zaidi  Imams  of  the  Yemen  in  the  3rd  Quarter  of  the 
19th  Century",  by  Samuel  Lachman 

"The  Macquinas  Coins  of  Mendoza,  Argentina  - 1823",  by  J.  Alma  Ott 
"Amirs  of  Nimroz",  by  R.  J.  Hebert 

"Slang  Terms  for  Pre-Decimal  English  Coins",  by  Les  Hughes 

"The  Macquinas  Coins  of  La  Rioja,  Argentina  - 1821-1823",  by  J.  Alma 
Ott 

"The  Caliphs  of  Mohammad:  Moneyers  to  History",  by  Frank  Ammerman 

"Dated  Coins  of  Cooch  Behar",  by  N.  G.  Rhodes 
"The  Story  of  Perseus",  by  R.  R.  Kutcher 

Plus  some  more  of  the  always  interesting  articles  on  Peru  by  Horace 
Flatt. 

If  you  will  make  a count  of  the  above  articles,  22  of  the  more  than 
37  articles  are  in  the  field  of  Far  Eastern,  Islamic  and  Ancient 
coinage.  While  we  are  most  appreciative  of  this  excellent  material, 
we  would  again  like  to  ask  our  contributing  authors  for  more  material 
in  other  fields  of  collecting  so  that  we  can  have  a balance  of  sub- 
jects in  each  month's  issue. 


Marvin  L.  Fraley,  Editor 

************************************************************************ 

M A G N I A UR  BICA,  WIFE  OF  CA  RJ  N US 

Magnia  Urbica  is  another  of  those 
people  unknown  to  history  except 
through  coins.  It  was  supposed  by 
some  authorities  that  she  lived  at 
the  time  of  Maxentius  (A.D.  306-312), 
but  others  said  that  she  was  the 
wife  of  Carus  (A.D.  282-283).  Coins 
have  now  proved  that  she  was  one  of 
the  wives  of  Carinus,  Emperor  of 
Rome  from  283-285A.D.  Arvia  Nigrina 
seems  to  have  been  Carinus'  first  wife,  who  no  doubt  perished  before  he 
came  to  the  throne,  as  there  are  no  coins  extant  for  her.  Urbica' s 
coins  are  of  bronze,  with  a few  rare  gold  pieces  available. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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UNCONSIDERED  TRIFLES 


0.  D.  Cresswell , Belfast , Northern  Ireland , NI  if 560 

(Photographs:  Courtesy  of  Charles  Rand,  National  Numismatic  Collec- 

tion, Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.C.) 

Sometimes  when  the  purse  is  rather  low  the  junk  box  of  the  coin  deal- 
er provides  a little  item  with  which  to  puzzle  our  brains.  I have 
many  such  items  in  my  trays  and  perhaps  some  reader  may  add  a few 
comments  to  bring  a little  light  into  the  three  pieces  described  be- 
low. 


1.  A chunky  bronze  medallion,  13mm  diameter. 

Obverse:  Head  of  a baby  facing  left. 

Legend:  HENRY  DUC  DE  BORDEAUX. 

Reverse:  A two-headed  serpent  twining  around  an  anchor.  Below 

is  a miniature  star  of  some  order. 

Legend  (in  two  concentric  circles):  CELUI  QUI  MET  UN 

FREIN  A LA  FUREUR  DES  FLOTS/SAIT  AUSSI  DES  MECHANS 
ARRETER  LES  COMPLOTS. 

Henri , Due  de  Bordeaux,  was  the  son  of  the  Due  de  Berri,  who  was 
assassinated  in  front  of  the  Paris  Opera  House,  and  the  grandson 
of  Charles  X.  Charles  was  the  brother  of  Louis  XVIII  who  had  re- 
sumed the  throne  after  Waterloo  removed  the  threat  of  Napoleon. 

So,  Henri  of  Bordeaux  was  the  last  of  the  Bourbon  line.  It  is 
forgotten  today  just  how  near  France  came  to  becoming  a monarchy 
when  Napoleon  III  was  defeated  by  Prussia  in  1870.  It  seems  that 
the  throne  was  offered  to  Henri  but  he  refused  to  accept  the 
Tricoleur  as  the  flag  of  France,  even  refusing  to  accept  it  with 
the  Bourbon  arms  inscribed  upon  it.  In  the  mental  turmoil  of 
France,  smarting  under  the  humiliation  of  Sedan,  the  Tricoleur 
had  become  the  national  emblem,  calling  to  mind  the  glories  and 
victories  of  the  first  Napoleon,  and  by  refusing  to  accept  it 
Henri  barred  himself  from  serious  consideration  as  a possible 
monarch.  So,  Henri  spent  his  last  years,  he  died  in  1883,  reflect- 
ing on  what  might  have  been. 

The  succession,  rapidly  becoming  a pipe  dream,  passed  to  the 
Orleans  family  and  recently  the  grandson  of  the  present  claimant 
was  proclaimed  as  next  in  line  at  the  expense  of  his  father  who 
had  apparently  lost  his  claim  by  being  divorced.  But  today  there 
is  not  very  much  chance  of  anyone  becoming  king  of  France,  even 
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if  opinion  polls  in  that  country  show  about  twenty  percent  of 
Frenchmen  in  favour  of  a monarchy. 

Maybe  someone  could  explain  the  reverse  legend  and  again  maybe 
some  reader  will  know  why  the  name  on  the  obverse  if  rendered  as 
HENRY  and  not  the  French  HENRI.  Perhaps  the  medallion  was  made 
in  England.  But  when  and  on  which  occasion? 


2.  A gilt  medallion,  15mm  diameter. 

Obverse:  An  angel  in  flight  carrying  a sword  and  a wreath. 

Legend:  BY  THE  MERCY  OF  GOD. 

Reverse:  In  three  lines  the  legend:  SEP  27  / BUZACO  / 1810. 

This  piece  would  seem  to  be  a memento  of  the  battle  of  Busaco 
where  Wellington  defeated  the  French  in  one  of  the  actions  of  the 
Peninsular  War.  The  obverse  legend  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
it  was  made  in  England  and  yet  the  reverse  as  Buzaco  rather  than 
the  normal  Busaco. 

I would  assume  that  this  piece  is  one  of  a series  and  perhaps  some 
reader  has  another  similar  medallion  commemorating  another  of 
Wellington's  Peninsular  victories. 


3.  A brass  medal  with  integral  suspender  look,  oval  35mm  x 29mm. 
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Obverse:  A bishop,  three-quarter  length,  with  mitre  and  crozier. 

Below  seems  to  be  a tray  containing  a miniature  house, 
church  perhaps,  and  trees  with  a kneeling  figure  to  the 
right. 

Legend:  S.  BIA6I0  V.  E M.  Below  the  tray  is  OLIVIERI. 

Reverse:  A female  figure  standing  in  the  attitude  of  blessing. 

Above  her  head,  which  is  surrounded  by  a halo,  two  small 
angels  carry  a crown. 

Legend:  S.  M.  DELLA  LIBERA. 

This  piece  is  obviously  a religious  medal  commemorating  two  saints 
but  I have  been  unable  from  the  books  at  my  disposal  to  discover 
who  the  Saints  were,  where  they  lived  and  indeed,  more  interesting- 
ly, just  why  they  were  canonised.  Again,  perhaps  a reader  can 
enli ghten  me . 


(Editor:  The  original  pieces  illustrated  here  were  sent  to  Raymond  J. 

Hebert , a staff  member  of  the  Rational  Numismatic  Collection , Smith- 
sonian Institution , Washington,  D.C.,  for  photographing.  While  in  his 
possession,  he  researched  the  pieces  and  submitted  the  following  in- 
formation concerning  the  three  pieces.) 

1.  The  reverse  legend  CELU  QUI  MET  UN  FREIN  A LA  FUREUR  DES  FLOTS/ 

SAIT  AUSSI  DES  MECHANS  ARRETER  LES  COMPLOTS  could  be  translated  as 

"He  who  puts  a rein  of  the  madness  of  the  waves  knows  also  the  wicked- 
ness to  stop  the  conspiracy."  The  reference  is  of  course  to  Matthew 
8:23-27  in  which  Jesus  calms  a storm,  and  the  July  revolution.  I did 
not  find  this  piece  in  Neuman,  Wurzbach,  Bramsen,  or  Essling. 

HENRY  DUC  DE  BORDEAU  is  Henry,  Charles  Ferdinand  Marie  Dieudonne, 
Comte  de  Chambord,  1820-1883,  the  "King  Henry  V"  of  the  French  legiti- 
mists . 

2.  BUZACO  refers  to  Busaco  or  Bussaco,  a mountain  on  the  boundary  be- 
tween Viseu  and  Coimbra  districts,  NE  central  Portugal,  and  the  site 
of  a Peninsular  War  battle  September  27,  1810,  in  which  Wellington 
defeated  Napoleon's  forces  under  Massena. 

3.  S.  BIAGIO  V.E.M.  is  St.  Blaise  of  Sebaste,  of  whom  the  New  Catholic 
Encyclopedia  (v.2)  writes: 

BLAISE  OF  SEBASTE,  ST.,  bishop  and  martyr  under  the  Emperor 
Licinius;  b.  Sebaste,  Armenia,  d.  c.  316  (feast,  Feb.  3).  Accord- 
ing to  legend,  during  persecution  he  withdrew  from  his  bishopric 
of  Sebaste  to  a cave,  remaining  until  he  was  discovered  in  a hunt 
for  beasts.  Agricolaus,  Governor  of  Cappadocia  and  Lesser  Armenia, 
had  him  tortured  and  later  beheaded  for  his  faith.  In  prison  he 
healed  a boy  with  a fishbone  stuck  in  his  throat.  Blaise  had 
become  the  patron  of  throat  dieases  in  the  East  by  the  6th  cent- 
ury, and  in  the  West  by  the  9th  century.  He  hecame  one  of  the 
*Fourteen  Holy  Helpers.  The  blessing  of  throats  with  candles  be- 
gan in  the  16th  century,  when  his  cult  was  at  its  peak.  He  is 
patron  of  the  city  of  Ragusa  and  also  of  many  tradesmen,  including 
wool  carders  (the  iron  comb  was  an  instrument  of  his  tortures).  He 
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is  invoked  to  protect  animals  against  wolves  and  to  bring  fair 
weather.  His  feast  day  was  observed  in  the  West  on  Feb.  15  until 
the  11th  century;  it  is  celebrated  on  Feb.  11  in  the  East,  bring- 
ing winter  to  a close. 

The  Book  of  Saints  compiled  by  the  Benedictine  Monks  of  St.  Augustine's 
Abbey,  Ramsgate,  writes  of  him: 

BLAISE  (BLASIUS , BLASE)  (St)  Bp.  M.  RM.  Feb.  3. 
d.  c.  316.  According  to  his  legendary  acts,  which  became  widely 
known  in  W.  Europe  at  the  time  of  the  crusades,  Blaise  was  a 
physician  who  became  bishop  of  Sebaste  in  Armenia,  where  he  was 
martyred.  One  of  his  miracles  was  the  saving  of  the  life  of  a 
boy  who  had  half  swallowed  a fish-bone  which  could  not  be  extri- 
cated; hence  the  rite  of  the  Blessing  of  St.  Blaises  incorporated 
in  the  Roman  Ritual,  against  affections  of  the  throat.  His  feast 
is  observed  with  much  solemnity  throughout  the  East,  as  was  also 
the  case,  in  ancient  times,  in  the  West. 

Of  the  name  Olivieri,  Forrer,  volume  4,  p.  319  writes: 

OLIVIERI  ( Ital .).  Contemporary  Die-sinker  of  Naples,  whose  full 
signature  occurs  on  a Prize  Medal  of  the  Philanthropic  Musical 
Institute  Giambattista  Pergolesi  of  Naples,  1874. 

Fr.  Leo  Ferd.  Kuncze  in  his  Systematik  dev  Weihmunzen  lists  the  fol- 
lowing pieces: 

Blasius  ep.  (patron,  admontesis).  1.  Einer  der  14  Nothhelfer 
(36.  Ord.  VIII.)  — 2.  An  der  Kalendermed.  zum  3.  Feber  erwShnt. 

— 3.  Kommt  vor  auf  Ragusa  Geldern  des  XVII.  Jahrh.  vor.  (Mart- 
insberger  Samml . Monten.  4261.;  Appel  IV.)  — 4.  Benedict  (Burg- 
hart).  — 5.  F’unf  Zeilen  Rhagusa  abastat  lue  servata  1867.  G.  A. 
Ergo. 

********************************************************************** 
THE  AQU I LIFER 


The  person  who  carried  the  Legionary  Eagle  for  the  Roman  Army  was  cal- 
led the  Aqui lifer.  The  aquiliferi  were  different  from  those  who  bore 
the  other  standards  of  the  army,  as  they  were  called  the  Signiferi. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 

No.  32  - LEO  VI  THE  WISE  (886-912) 


Leo's  title  was  due  largely  to  the  work  on  the  legal  code  which  his 
father  Basil  had  set  in  motion,  and  which  he  himself  published  as  the 
BASILICA.  It  was  in  Greek,  not  Latin  as  the  Codex  Justinianus  and  it 
remained  the  legal  basis  of  law  for  the  empire  until  its  fall. 

Leo  was,  however,  of  a scholarly  temperament  and  unhappily  he  had 
little  interest  in  foreign  affairs  nor  was  he  a military  leader. 

Sicily  was  at  last  completely  lost  in  902  and  the  Arabs  advanced  into 
Cilicia  (S.E.  Turkey).  Meanwhile,  the  Bulgarians,  under  one  of  their 
greatest  rulers,  Symeon,  had  to  be  bought  off  with  an  annual  tribute. 

Internally  Leo's  marital  problems  were  almost  on  a par  with  those  of 
Henry  VIII  of  England... in  his  anxiety  to  have  a son.  The  church  took 
strong  exception  to  his  marriages  after  the  first,  which  was  forced  on 
him  by  his  father  when  he  was  only  fifteen  - he  was  having  an  affair 
with  the  daughter  of  a noble,  Zoe,  who  in  the  end  was  his  fourth  wife. 
Zoe  did  have  a son  but  he  did  not  marry  her  until  after  the  boy's 
birth.  The  child,  Constantine,  was  made  co-emperor  in  908  at  the  age 
of  four.  Leo's  brother  Alexander,  was  co-emperor  throught  Leo's  reign 


The  Coinage 

Leo  struck  coins  only  in  the  capital  and  Cherson,  although  it  seems 
that  some  bronzes  were  struck  at  some  provincial  mint;  they  are  similar 
to  the  Constantinopoli tan  ones  but  cruder  in  style.  There  was  no 
fractional  gold  and  the  only  silver  was  the  usual  miliaresion.  In 
spite  of  the  long  reign,  the  soli di  are  not  common  and  one  may  surmise 
that  they  were  shipped  annually  to  the  Bulgars  as  tribute  and  there 
melted  down.  All  the  coinage  was  well  struck,  bronze  is  relatively 
plentiful  and  in  good  condition.  The  use  of  the  bust  of  the  Virign, 
orans  (as  an  obverse),  is  new. 

The  Coins 

GOLD:  Only  Constantinople  struck  gold  coins. 

Solidus:  There  are  two  types. 

a)  Obverse:  Virgin  praying  and  legend  + maria  +. 

mT>  to  left  and  es  to  right  of  Virgin. 

Reverse:  Two  varieties  varying  only  with  the  legend. 

i ) L€OH  <LV\  x ■ UJ  bASIL6HS  ROHDUUH. 

ii  ) L€Oh  €h  CRISTO  bASILCHS  ROfTKOlv 


b) 


Obverse:  The  Christos  enthroned  and  legend 

+ IbS  XPS  R6X  P^NANTNm. 

Reverse:  Leo  and  son  Constantine  standing  holding 
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patriarchal  cross  between  them. 
Legend:  L60h  6T  CObSyAb^  am^  Rom 


Solidus 
Type  a) 
Obverse 


Solidus 
Type  a) 
Rev.  ii) 


Solidus 
Type  b) 
Obverse 


Solidus 
Type  b) 
Reverse 


SILVER:  Constantinople. 


Mi  li  aresi on:  There  are  two  types,  with  each  obverse  having  the 

Cross  Potens. 


ft 


Reverse s Type  b) 


a)  Reverse,  5 line  legend:  ^LUh-6bX  Oiev-S6bH2bASi  lcvsroj- 

b)  Reverse,  5 line  legend:  + L€ObC€— cObSTANTi  — bf  hX'Cuev— 

S€ bisb asi  — LI  RO(D  (includes  Constantine). 


COPPER:  Copper  coins  were  struck  at  Constantinople,  Cherson  and  an 

uncertain  mint. 


CONSTANTINOPLE:  Follis  - three  types  in  two  of  which  Leo  appears 

alone,  the  third  with  a smaller  Alexander. 


a)  Obverse: 
Reverse: 


Leo  on  throne  with  a carved  back. 
Legend:  -Reob  bASiievs  Rom*. 

Legend:  (see  illustration). 
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b)  Obverse:  Bust  of  Leo  facing.  A very  common  coin. 

Legend:  *L€Ob-bASlL€VS  Rom 

Reverse:  As  type  a)  (see  illustration). 


c)  Obverse:  Leo  and  Alexander  on  double  throne. 

Legend:  -+-  lcoh  s AL6QAbo"ROS 


Reverse:  Four  line  legend  as  shown  in  illustration. 


CHERSON:  There  are  four  types  of  unknown  denomination  and  rather 

better  struck  than  earlier  Cherson  issues.  Perhaps  they 
were  struck  for  trading  purposes  in  the  area.  This  is  the 
first  use  there  of  a portrait  (type  b)  ) . Illustrated 
be  1 ow . 


UNCERTAIN  MINT: 


Type  d) , Obverse 


Fol 1 i s : As  type  b)  of  Constantinople,  but  cruder. 

ig  Foil  is:  Obverse:  Facing  busts  of  Leo  and  Alexander. 

Legend:  +L60bSAL60A 


Reverse:  4 line  legend:  f L60b  — SALeQAb— cTROSbASiL 

-Romeob 


Note:  Individual  letters  may  vary  on  coins,  depending  on  die  cutter. 
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LIECHTENSTEIN  - 


"ONE  OF  THE  WORLD'S  SMALLEST  COUNTRIES" 


Silver  Kronen , 1915,  of  Johann  II 


LIECHTENSTEIN  is  a principality,  located  in  central  Europe,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Rhine  River,  between  Austria  and  Switzerland.  It  has 
about  63  square  miles  of  territory,  in  which  almost  25,000  people 
reside.  The  capital,  Vaduz,  has  over  2,000  population. 


The  Counts  of  Liechtenstein,  a younger  branch  of  the  House  of  Kuenring 
stemmed  from  one  Leopold,  Lord  of  Niklesberg,  who  lived  in  the  12th 
century.  The  reigning  family  is  a descendent  of  the  free  barons  who 
became  princes  of  Liechtenstein  in  1608.  An  Austrian  family  had 
acquired  estates  in  Moravia  in  the  13th  century.  It  became  stagnated 
for  hundreds  of  years  on  the  Austro-Swiss  border,  until  Count  Carl 
(1585-1627)  burst  into  the  limelight  as  an  Imperialist  leader  in  the 
unsettled  period  just  prior  to  the  Thirty  Years'  War  (1618-1648).  The 
Bohemian-Moravian  leader  was  created  Duke  of  Troppeau  in  1614;  in  1618, 
he  was  made  a prince,  and  in  1623,  he  obtained  the  Duchy  of  Jaegerndorf 
(in  Silesia)  for  his  services  to  the  Crown.  Between  1699  and  1712, 
the  family  acquired  present-day  Liechtenstein.  Together,  with  these 
honors,  he  was  also  given  the  mint  right.  The  tiny  nation  assumed  its 
present  form  in  1719,  when  the  lordships  of  Vaduz  and  Schellenberg  were 
merged  into  a principality. 


A member  of  the  Rhine  Confederation  from  1806  to  1815,  it  became  a 
member  of  the  German  Confederation  from  1815  to  1866.  It  then  became 
an  independent  country.  The  tiny  principality  abolished  its  army  in 
1868  and  has  avoided  involvement  in  all  European  wars  since  that  time. 

The  country  became  practically  a dependency  of  Austria  until  1918.  In 
1921,  it  adopted  the  coinage  of  Switzerland,  and  in  1923,  entered  into 
a customs  union  with  them.  Switzerland  operates  Lichtenstein's  postal 
and  telegraph  systems,  as  well  as  representing  it  in  international 
affairs . 


After  Carl  (1585-1627)  died,  the  following  have  ruled  Liechtenstein: 


Carl  Eusebius  (1627-1684) 

Johann  Adam  Andreas  (1684-1712) 
Anton  Florian  (1712-1721) 

Joseph  Johann  Adam  (1721-1732) 
Johann  Nepomuk  Carl  (1732-1748) 
Joseph  Wenzel  (1748-1772) 

Franz  Josef  I (1772-1781) 


Aloys  I Josef  (1781-1805) 
Johann  I Josef  (1805-1836) 
Aloys  II  Josef  (1836-1858) 
Johann  II  (1858-1929) 

Franz  (1929-1938) 

Franz  Josef  II  (1939-1984) 
Hans  Adam  ( 1984- 


14 


The  gold  coinage  consists  of  Convention  Thalers  (in  1778),  Ducats 
(1778),  20  Kronen  (1898),  10  Kronen  (1900),  10  & 20  Franken  (1930) 

10  & 20  Franken  (1946),  100  Franken  ( 1952),  25  Sc  50  Franken  (1956),  and 
50  Franken  (1961). 

Silver  coinage  consists  of  20  Kreuzers  (in  1778),  Convention  1/2 
Thalers  (1778),  Convention  Thalers  (1778  and  1862),  1/2  Frank  (1924) 
Kronen  (1900,  1904,  1910,  1915),  Franks  (19241,  2 Kronen  (1912,  1925), 

2 Franken  (1924),  5 Kronen  (1900,  1904,  1910,  1915),  and  5 Franken 
(1924).  The  cost  ranges  for  both  types  go  from  expensive  to  extremely 
expensive . 

My  coin  is  a One  Kronen,  dated  1915,  in  Extremely  Fine  condition.  It 
is  of  .835  fine  Silver,  24  mm.,  and  listed  as  Yeoman  2.  The  bare- 
headed, bearded,  moustached  head  of  Johann  II  faces  left  on  the  ob- 
verse side.  The  legend  reads:  "JOHANN  II  FURST  VON  LIECHTENSTEIN" 
(Prince  Johann  II  of  Liechtenstein).  The  reverse  has  the  numeral  "1" 
to  the  center-left,  and  "KR"  to  the  center-right  of  the  crowned 
coat-of-arms,  within  a partial  wreath.  Below  is  the  separated  date"19 
- 15".  Around  the  plain  edge  is  incused  "*  KLAR  * UND  * FEST  *"  ("CLEAR 
AND  FIRM"). 

Liechtenstein  issued  three  different  paper  notes,  probably  in  1920, 
although  they  are  without  dates.  The  Heller,  20  Heller  and  50  Heller 
are  all  red  and  blue,  1 1/2"  x 3/4".  A man's  figure  is  in  the  back- 
ground with  the  denomination  in  German  over  the  figure.  The  stampsized 
notes  are  inexpensive. 

The  smallest  independent  principality  is  probably  Monaco  with  an  area 
of  8 square  miles.  San  Marino  claims  it  is  the  smallest  republic  in  the 
world . 

References : 

COINS  OF  THE  WORLD  1750-1850  - W.  D.  Craig  (Western  Publishing  Co., 

3rd  Edition,  1976) 

GERMANIC  COINAGES  - William  D.  Craig  (1954) 

STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS  - Krause/Mishler/Bruce  (1981  Edition) 
STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  PAPER  MONEY  - Albert  Pick  (Krause/Mishler /- 
Bruce/Moe/ Shafer ) 

**  Thanx  to  Courtney  L.  Coffing  for  his  needed  assistance.  ** 

ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED.  "HEADS  & TAILS"  HI  38 

"ALBOGALERUS" 

The  "Albogalerus"  was  a cap  of  white  wool,  which  the  "Flamen  Dialis", 
or  priests  of  Jupiter,  alone  had  the  privilege  of  wearing.  The  caps 
were  made  from  the  fleece  of  the  white  animals  sacrificed  to  Jupiter 
in  his  temple.  These  caps  were  surmounted  with  a small  spring  of  olive, 
the  significance  of  which  has  been  lost.  Some  of  the  coins  of  Julius 
Caesar  exhibit  one  of  these  caps  to  indicate  his  claim  to  the  office 
of  pontifex  maximus,  grand  or  sovereign  pontiff. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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ARGENTINE  COINS  STRUCK  IN  POTOSf 


J.  Alma  Ott,  Provo , Utah , USA,  NI  *2145 

(An  Excerpt  from  "ARGENTINA:  A HISTORY  AND  COINAGE  — 1516  - 1880" 

by  J.  Alma  Ott) 


On  April  13,  1813,  a congress  of  the  United  Provincipal ities  of  the  Rio 
De  La  Plata  (now  the  Argentine  Republic)  was  held  in  Buenos 
Aires.  One  of  the  items  of  business  that  transpired  was  the  production 
of  a national  coinage.  This  assembly  passed  a law  authorizing  the 
minting  of  their  first  coins,  to  be  composed  of  gold  and  silver. 

This  chosen  location  for  the  striking  of  these  coins  was  to  be  Potosi, 
a mining  town  in  the  north  (now  in  Bolivia)  that  the  patriots  of  the 
United  Provincipal ities  had  won  control  of  from  the  Spanish.  Coins  in 
gold  and  silver  were  struck  there  until  November  of  1813. 


Provincias  del  Rio  de  la  Plata,  1813  1/2  Real 


Provincias  del  Rio  de  la  Plata,  1813  1 Real 


There  are  a most  beautiful  issue  of  coinage.  The  Argentine  sunface 
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was  designed  for  this  issue,  and  was  placed  on  the  obverse.  The 
sunface  is  surrounded  by  the  legend:  PROVINCIAS  DEL  RIO  DE  LA  PLATA. 

The  reverse  boasts  the  also  newly  designed  national  coat  of  arms  - 
still  used  in  Argentina  today  - surrounded  by  a laurel  wreath,  with  the 
legend  EN  UNION  Y LIBERTAD  ("In  Union  Liberty")  on  the  outer  edge. 

The  denomination,  date,  and  assayer's  initial  are  also  on  the  reverse, 
along  with  the  PotosI  ( PTS ) Monogram  as  the  mintmark. 


These  issues  of  1813  bear  the  assayer's  initial  "J"  for  Jose  Antonio 
de  Sierra.  They  were  struck  in  the  denominations  of  one,  two  and  eight 
Escudos  in  gold  (all  quite  rare);  and  1/2  and  one  (photos),  two,  four, 
and  eight  Reales  in  silver.  Most  of  the  silver  issues  are  somewhat 
expensive,  but  anyone  interested  would  be  able  to  locate  them  with  some 
effort . 

******  ************************  ************************  ********  ********** 
"AEDILIS" 

Ancient  Roman  Magistrates,  "Aedilis",  were  of  three  kinds;  Plebeian, 
Curule  and  Cereal.  The  Plebeian  edileship  was  the  most  ancient  of 
these  offices.  Its  functions  were  the  maintenance  of  the  baths,  aque- 
ducts, common  sewers,  streets  and  highways.  It  was  also  charged  with 
the  preservation  of  the  public  records  and  archives,  deposited  in  the 
temple  (aedes)  of  Ceres.  Moreover,  they  were  charged  with  the  super- 
intendence of  commerce,  police  and  the  management  of  provisions. 

The  Curule  ediles  were  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  sacred  edifices 
(especially  the  temple  of  Jupiter),  the  tribunals  of  justus,  the  city 
walls  and  the  theaters.  In  fact,  all  that  was  essential  to  the  relig- 
ion, defense  and  the  embellishment  of  the  city  came  under  their  care. 

The  curule  chair  (a  camp  stool  with  curved  legs)  was  the  main  symbol 
of  the  curule  edileship. 

The  Cereal  edilis  was  of  a much  later  appointment  than  the  other  two, 
and  was  instituted  by  Julius  Caesar  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in 
the  grain  supply.  Their  work  was  to  assist  in  the  conveyance  of  the 
corn  from  foreign  lands  to  Rome  and  of  its  distribution  among  the 
people.  The  sacred  ceremonies  in  the  temple  of  Ceres  were  also  placed 
under  their  jurisdiction  and  management.  The  edileship  continued 
until  the  reign  of  Constantine  the  Great  when  the  institution  itself 
was  abolished. 


During  the  Roman  Republic,  the  "AEDILES"  were  represented  on  a number 
of  silver  denarii,  some  of  which  are  shown  here. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  the  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 
C_  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 

MALAWI:  Y1  - 1964;  Y2  - 1964;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y6  - 1967;  Y8  - 1973; 

Y 1 0 - 1971  ; Y 1 2 - 1971 . 


MALAYSIA/Mal acca : Y8.1  - C. 

MALAYSIA/Penang:  C291.1  - C. 

MALAYSIA/Strai ts  Settlements:  Y2  - 1845  no  WW;  Y7a  - 1898;  Y9a  - 1897, 

1901;  Y 1 3 - 1891,  1901;  Y14  - 1891;  Y15  - 1899;  Y19  - 1903;  Y21  - 1910; 
Y24  - 1908;  Y26  - 1907;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - 1919,  1920; 

Y31  - C;  Y33  - 1935;  Y34  - 1926,  1927;  Y36  - 1920  cross,  1921. 

MALAYSIA/Sarawak : Y4  - C;  Y7-  1970,  1888,  1889,  1891;  Y8  - 1892,  1897; 

Y 1 3 - C;  Y14  - CX  (1927,  1941);  Y16  - 1920;  Y17  - CX  (1920);  Y20  - 
1927;  Y21  - C. 

MALAYSIA/Bri ti sh  North  Borneo:  Y2  - 1888;  Y3  - 1921,  1935;  Y4  - C; 

Y5  - 1903,  1938,  1940;  Y6  - C. 

MALAYSIA/Mal aya:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - CX  (1939);  Y2a  - C;  Y3  - 1945;  Y4  - C; 

Y5  - CX  (1945);'  Y7  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y9  - C. 

MALAYSIA/Malaya  & British  Borneo:  YA1  - 1957,  1958,  1961;  Y1  - CX 

(1957,  1957H,  1958H,  1 96 1 H ) ; Y2  - 1960,  1961  , 1 96 1 H , 1961KN;  Y3  - 
1961  , 1 96 1 H ; Y4  - 1954,  1961  , 1961H;  Y5  - C. 

MALAYSIA:  Y1  - 1967;  Yla-1978,  1979;  Y2  - 1967,  1976,  1978,  1979; 

Y3  - C to  1977  XT1971  ),  1979,  1980;  Y4  - 1967,  1976  , 1976,  1977, 

1980;  Y5  - 1967;  Y5a  - 1980;  Y6  - C;  Y8  - C. 

MALDIVE  ISLANDS:  Y2  - 1319;  Y2a  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y3a  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C; 
Y7a  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y8a  - C;  Y9  - 1379;  Y10  - C;  Yll  - C;  Y12  - C. 


MALJ_:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C. 

MALTA:  Y5  - 1972;  Y6  - 1972;  Y7  - 1972;  Y8  - 1972;  Y12  - 1972. 

MARTINIQUE:  Y1  - 1922. 

MAURITIUS:  Y7  - 1923;  Y14  - 1944;  Y19  - C;  Y20  - 1951;  Y21  - 1951; 

Y22  - 1950;  Y25  - 1969,  1971;  Y26  - 1959,  1971;  Y27  - 1959,  1969, 

1971;  Y28  - 1959,  1961;  Y29  - 1956,  1964;  Y30  - 1960,  1971. 

MEXICO/Col oni al : Cr.  14  - 1749;  KM69  - 1780;  KM82  - 1814;  KM93  - 1821; 

KM1 09  - 1794. 

MEXI CO/War  of  Independence:  Oaxaca  - KM219  - 1913;  KM226  - 1813; 

KM234  - 1813. 

MEXICO/Republ i c of  Mexico:  KM344  - 1861,  1863;  KM348  - 1860;  KM357  - 

T8307T832,  1835,  1836;  KM360  - 1862;  KM370.7  - 1841  , 1847,  1851  , 1862; 
KM370.9  - 1833;  KM370.il  - 1850;  KM372.1  - 1848;  KM372.2  - 1836; 

KM372.9  - 1854/3;  KM374.8  - 1858. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

CHOPMARKS , by  F.  M.  Rose,  vi  + 54pp,  illus.  8V'  x 11",  card  covers. 
Published  by  and  available  from  Numismatics  International,  P.  0.  Box 
670013,  Dallas,  TX  75367-0013.  Price:  $10.00  to  NI  members,  postpaid. 
$12.00  to  non-members,  postpaid. 

One  of  the  toughest  numismatic  subjects  to  get  a handle  on  is  the 
amorphous  one  of  Chinese  chopmarks.  F.  M.  Rose  has  made  a credit- 
able beginning  in  his  54-page  booklet  with  more  than  200  illustrations. 
He  traces  the  background  and  history  of  chopmarks,  and  defines  and 
illustrates  the  various  types  of  chopmarks,  including  the  ink  and 
scarce  paper  varieties.  He  provides  valuable  guidance  on  the  com- 
parative rarity  of  various  types  and  issues  of  host  coins  bearing 
chopmarks,  and  offers  a brief  but  illuminating  treatment  of  selected 
chopmarks  and  their  meaning.  A separate  chapter  discusses  East  Ind- 
ian shroff  marks. 

Rose's  approach  is  self-described  as  "seat-of-the-pants  scholarship". 
The  author  wisely  does  not  seek  to  present  an  exhaustive  or  academic 
report  on  a subject  which  in  fact  is  hardly  susceptible  of  anything 
like  definitive  treatment.  He  has  spent  a generation's  time  collect- 
ing studying  chopmarks;  and  in  this  guidebook  he  organizes  and  lays 
before  the  reader  in  a personal,  almost  conversational,  style  the 
data  and  observations  derived  from  years  of  attentive  and  shrewd 
analysi s. 

The  book  is  the  only  effort  of  any  consequence  in  its  field.  For 
collectors  - including  the  converts  it  is  sure  to  make  - it  is  indis- 
pensible.  General  readers  will  find  it  stimulating,  informative, 
and  occasionally  controversial. 


Reviewed  by  Ran  Zander 


ANGLO-SAXON  MONETARY  HISTORY.  Essays  in  Memory  of  Michael  Dolley. 
Blackburn,  M.A.S.,  editor.  First  published  in  1986  by  Leicester 
University  Press  and  in  the  USA  by  Humanities  Press,  Inc.,  Atlantic 
Highlands,  NJ  07716,  and  also  distributed  by  them  in  North  America. 
£35.00  net.  Hard  cover.  6-2/5"  x 9^". 

We  learn  in  the  Preface  that  "Anglo-Saxon  studies  have  flourished 
during  the  last  35  years,  not  least  in  the  field  of  coinage  and  mone- 
tary history."  and  that  "The  man  who  more  than  any  other  was  in  the 
vanguard  of  this  new  wave  of  research  (relative  output  of  mints,  de- 
gree of  over-value  of  money  reflected  in  variations  in  weight  and 
fineness,  wastage  from  currency  due  to  loss,  export,  and  recoinage, 
speed  of  circulation,  production  and  movement  of  dies,  and  personal 
and  place-name  evidence)  was  Dr.  Michael  Dolley."  If  you  are  inter- 
ested in  these  topics,  then  this  book  will  be  well  worth  your  while 
acqui ri ng. 

The  contents  include:  1.  Progress  in  Anglo-Saxon  monetary  history, 

by  Henry  Loyn;  2.  Coins  and  commercial  centres  in  Anglo-Saxon 
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England,  by  David  A.  Hinton;  3.  The  London  mint  and  the  coinage  of 
Offa,  by  Ian  Stewart;  4.  Coinage  in  southern  England,  796-874,  by 
Hugh  Pagan;  5.  Finds  of  'sceattas'  and  'stycas'  of  Northumbria,  by 
Elizabeth  J.  E.  Pirie;  6.  Reflections  on  the  Viking-Age  silver  hoard 
from  Croydon,  Surrey,  by  N.  P.  Brooks  and  J.  A.  Graham-Campbel 1 ; 7. 
Coins  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  period  from  Repton,  Derbyshire:  1.  A parcel 

of  pennies  from  a mass-burial  associated  with  the  Viking  wintering  at 
Repton  in  873-4,  by  Martin  Biddle,  B.  Kj01 bye-Biddle , P.  J.  Northover, 
and  Hugh  Pagan.  2.  Other  coins  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  period  from  Repton, 
by  Philip  Grierson,  Yvonne  Harvey,  D.  M.  Metcalf,  and  Hugh  Pagan; 

8.  The  monetary  history  of  England  in  the  tenth  century  viewed  in 
the  perspective  of  the  eleventh  century,  by  D.  M.  Metcalf;  9.  Anglo- 
Saxon  coins  found  in  Italy,  by  C.  E.  Blunt;  10.  Scandinavian,  Celts, 
and  Germans  in  Anglo-Saxon  England:  the  evidence  of  moneyers  names, 
by  Veronica  Smart;  11.  Anglo-Scandi navian  trade  in  the  Viking  Age  and 
after,  by  Peter  Sawyer;  12.  The  English  presence  in  Viking  Dublin, 
by  Patrick  F.  Wallace;  13.  Regional  die-production  of  Cnut's  Quatre- 
foil  issue,  by  Mark  Blackburn  and  Stewart  Lyon;  14.  Harold  I and 
Harthacnut's  Jewel  Cross  type  reconsidered,  by  Tuukka  Talvio;  15.  A 
revised  check-list  of  coin  hoards  from  the  British  Isles  c.  500-1100, 
by  Mark  Blackburn  and  Hugh  Pagan;  and  16.  The  published  writing  of 
Michael  Dolley,  1948-1983,  compiled  by  R.  H.  Thompson.  The  book  is 
indexed,  and  has  plates,  figures,  and  tables.  Much  of  the  material 
recorded  is  new,  and  many  new  ideas  and  interpretations  are  presented. 

Reviewed  by  Fr.  Nitouche. 


THE  IRON  CROSS.  A HISTORY  1813-1957.  Gordon  Williamson.  First  pub- 
lished in  the  UK  1984  by  Blandford  Press,  Link  House,  West  Street, 
Poole,  Dorset  BH15  ILL.  Reprinted  1985.  £8.95  net.  176pp,  8-3/4" 
x 5-3/4".  Black-and-white  illustrations,  maps.  Bibliography,  hard 
cover. 

We  learn  from  the  author,  who  has  published  over  30  articles  on  mi  1 i - 
taria  in  Antique  Arms  & Militaria,  Guns , Weapons  & Militaria3  and  Mili- 
tary Modelling , and  who  is  the  co-author  of  The  German  Navy  in  World 

War  Two  with  J.  P.  Mallmann  Showell,  that  "In  the  history  of  military 
decorations,  few  can  have  had  the  enormous  impact  of  Germany's  Iron 
Cross."  It  is  probably  one  of  the  world's  best  known  decorations. 

It  was  first  awarded  in  the  1813  "Freedom  War"  which  ended  with  the 
defeat  of  Napoleon,  after  which  it  became  so  deeply  imbedded  in  Pruss- 
ian and  then  German  culture  that  almost  every  facet  of  life,  from  the 
National  flag  to  cheap  souvenirs,  featured  the  Iron  Cross. 

The  chapter  headings  indicate  how  the  author  has  traced  its  history 
and  design  from  1813  down  to  its  "de-nazi fi cation"  in  1957:  The  Iron 

Cross  of  1813,  pp-12-31;  The  Iron  Cross  of  1870,  pp. 32-43;  The  Iron 
Cross  of  1914,  pp. 44-57;  The  Iron  Cross  of  1939,  pp-64-1 55 ; Appendix 
1.  The  Iron  Cross  of  1957,  pp. 156-158;  Appendix  2:  the  LD0,  p p . 159- 

160;  Appendix  3:  Post-War  Reproductions,  pp. 161-163;  and  Appendix  4: 

Collecting  and  Restoring,  pp. 164-166.  He  also  has  sections  titled: 
Comparative  Ranks,  p . 1 6 7 ; Glossary,  pp. 168-170;  Select  Metri c-Imperi al 
Equivalents,  p . 1 7 1 ; and  Bibliography,  pp. 1 72-173.  There  is  an  Index, 
pp. 174-176. 
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The  author  was  assisted  by  many  collectors  (including  Dr.  K.  G.  Kleit- 
mann)  as  well  as  by  surviving  German  veterans  (including  Richard 
Schulze,  Hitler's  SS  Adjutants,  Heinrich  Springer,  Knights  Cross 
Holder,  and  Otto  Weidinger,  Regimental  Commander  in  "Das  Reich" 

Di  vi  sion) . 

If  you  are  interested  in  this  unusual  aspect  of  military  history,  or 
if  you  collect  decorations,  then  this  book  will  be  an  invaluable  refer- 
ence for  you. 


Reviewed  by  Fr.  Ni touche 


MILITARY  PAYMENT  CERTIFICATES  (Revised  Edition).  Fred  Schwan.  May  be 
purchased  from  dealers  around  the  country  or  by  writing  the  publisher: 
BNR  Press,  Drawer  409,  Leavenworth,  Kansas  66027-0409,  $20  softbound, 
$30.00  hardcover. 

Fred  Schwan  has  done  it  again.  The  newly  revised  version  of  his  1981 
book.  Military  Payment  Certificates,  is  hot  off  the  presses  and  it  is 
well -worth  obtaining. 

What  makes  this  book  worthwhile  is  the  fanatical  devotion  to  detail 
which  character]’ zes  Fred  as  a numismatist  and  collector.  Fred  is  well- 
known  as  the  most  knowledgeable  person  in  the  world  on  military  pay- 
ment certificates  (MPC)  and  perhaps  in  military  numismatics,  in  general, 
and  second  world  war  syngraphics,  in  particular.  Not  only  does  he 
cover  every  issue  of  the  rather  limited  regular  issue  MPC  realm  in 
great  detail,  but  his  research  carries  over  to  all  sorts  of  collateral 
material.  In  fact,  I found  the  treatments  of  the  added  material  to  be 
the  most  interesting  parts  of  the  book. 

Fred  describes  the  fake  MPC  specially  issued  for  an  episode  of  the 
television  show  M*A*S*H.  He  also  describes  MPC  checks  (including  a 
heretofore  unreported  issued  in  1948),  a mere  two  years  after  the  in- 
augural issue  of  MPC,  MPC  coupons  of  Thailand  and  Korea,  including 
photos  of  these  rare  notes,  military  ration  coupons  of  numerous  sorts, 
training  money  for  the  military  and  errors.  I found  these  features 
alone  to  include  enough  new  information  to  warrant  the  new  edition. 

The  reader  will  also  find  an  extensive  section  devoted  to  MPC  vignettes 
and  their  relation  to  other  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  currency 
issues.  This  section  introduces  the  designs  of  series  691  and  701  MPC 
to  the  collecting  fraternity.  Until  now  these  series,  which  are  cur- 
rently being  stored  by  the  government,  have  been  a vague  mystery  to 
collectors.  There  is  yet  much  more  in  this  book!. 

Special  mention  must  be  made  of  Fred's  passion  --  indeed  obsession  is 
more  like  it  --  for  replacement  versions  of  MPC.  These  notes  can  be 
easily  detected  by  the  fact  that  such  notes  bear  only  a prefix  letter 
instead  of  the  usual  prefix  and  suffix  letters  in  the  serial  block  and 
they  were  inserted  for  regular-i ssue  notes  if  mistakes  were  detected. 
Replacement  MPC  currency  is  much  scarcer  than  regular  MPC  notes.  In 
the  revised  issue  of  the  book,  Fred  lists  over  1500  such  notes  by 
their  individual  serial  numbers!  This  is  obviously  the  result  of 
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many  years  of  serious  study  by  Fred  and  many  sympathetic  collectors 
(this  reviewer  had  the  pleasure  of  adding  one  such  note  to  the  census). 
The  current  total  is  a substantial  improvement  over  the  first  book's 
sum  and  includes  several  previously  unreported  issues  including  a 
series  611  fifty  cent  note.  Undoubtedly,  the  first  book  stimulated 
research  in  this  area  as  will  this  new  version.  The  technique  of  re- 
cording serial  numbers  serves  as  a model  for  serious  numismatic  re- 
search . 

Other  improvements  over  the  first  edition  include  an  extensive  discus- 
sion which  is  also  given  of  the  well-known  series  651  fractionals  - a 
series  of  which  but  two  sets  are  known.  Fred's  discussion  is  up-to- 
date  with  information  about  the  newly  discovered  second  set  just 
auctioned  at  the  1987  ANA  show  by  Bowers  and  Merina.  An  interesting 
part  of  the  book  is  an  updated  and  more  thorough  study  of  MPC  as  an 
investment  including  a very  frank  discussion  of  reduced  prices  since 
the  first  edition  of  the  book.  The  book  also  contains  a comprehensive 
index  which  was  lacking  in  the  first  edition  and  is  very  much  welcomed 
because  of  all  the  unusual  goodies  in  the  book. 

The  importance  of  the  catalog  of  prices  is  insignificant,  in  this 
writer's  opinion,  compared  to  the  substantive  research  material  which 
is  included  in  the  other  sections,  but  it  does  merit  mention  because 
it  will  be  of  interest  to  many  and  very  important  to  some  users.  The 
catalog  kept  the  style  used  in  the  first  edition.  Two  pages  are  de- 
voted to  each  series  of  certificates  (or  coupons).  In  general,  the 
first  page  includes  a summary  of  all  relevant  data  about  that  issue 
while  the  second  page  has  the  photographs  of  the  face  of  every  certifi- 
cate and  the  back  of  every  type.  While  I am  not  qualified  to  evaluate 
the  accuracy  of  the  listed  prices  they  seem  consistent  with  the  current 
market.  This  makes  sense  since  Fred  helps  establish  prices  in  this 
area  being  one  of  the  larger  dealers  in  MPC.  Each  certificate  is  priced 
in  up  to  five  conditions.  Replacement  certificates  are  not  priced  in 
such  detail  but  reports  of  recent  sales  are  included.  Coupons  are  not 
priced  presumable  because  of  the  paucity  of  recorded  sales.  A summary 
of  the  prices  is  given  in  an  appendix  along  with  a comparison  with 
the  values  given  in  the  1981  edition. 

On  the  negative  side  it  is  pointed  out  that,  although  the  photographs 
are  improved  over  the  previous  version  of  the  book,  the  quality  of  the 
reproduced  photographs  could  be  improved  --  indeed  some  color  would  be 
nice.  I believe  that  this  criticism  really  points  out  how  good  this 
book  is  for  it  is  minor  indeed. 

Although  the  first  book  came  out  in  1981,  the  second  edition  is  suf- 
ficiently new  and  exicting  to  merit  purchase  by  numismatists  who  either 
collect  MPC  or  not.  The  book  is  in  my  library  even  though  I don't 
collect  MPC  notes.  I believe  that  you  will  not  be  disappointed.  As  a 
bonus,  it  should  be  noted  that  Fred  is  a careful  writer  and  he  pays 
attention  to  clarity  and  clean  style. 

By  the  way,  the  MPC  books  are  spinoffs  of  World  War  II  Military  Currency 
by  Schwan  and  Joe  Boling.  Boling  is  the  current  president  of  the  Int- 
ernational Bank  Note  Society  and  wrote  a foreword  for  Schwan 's  new  MPC 
catalog.  Unfortunately,  the  World  War  II  book  has  long  been  out  of 
print  and  is  badly  in  need  of  revision  and  reissue.  Fred  and  Joe:  We 
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need  this  book  and  quickly,  please.  (Note  in  postscript:  Fred  tells 

trie  that  Joe  and  he  hope  to  republish  the  revised  edition  of  their  book 
by  the  time  of  the  Memphis  show  in  1989.) 


COIN  WORLD  ALMANAC  (5th  Edition).  Prepared  by  the  editors  of  COIN 
WORLD.  Released  early  fall,  1987.  Available  from  Coin  World  Almanac, 
P.  0.  Box  150,  Sidney,  Ohio  45365  in  soft-cover  for  $14.95  postpaid, 
and  in  hard-cover  for  $24.95  postpaid. 

More  than  half  a million  facts  are  contained  in  the  22  chapters  of  the 
744  page  Almanac.  Chapter  14  is  on  Gold  Bullion  Coins  and  Chapter  15 
on  Grading,  both  new  to  this  edition.  The  book  is  printed  on  5%"  x 8V 
pages. 

The  titles  of  the  Almanac's  give  a good  overall  view  of  the  book's 
contents.  Review  of  Numismatics  1984-1987,  Numismatics  and  Washington, 
Numismatics  and  the  Law,  The  Treasury,  The  Mint,  The  Bureau  of  Engrav- 
ing and  Printing,  The  Federal  Reserve,  U.  S.  Paper  Money,  U.  S.  Coins, 
Errors,  A Numismatic  Chronology,  World  Coins,  Precious  Metals,  Bullion 
Coins,  Grading,  Coins  as  Investments,  Rarities,  Potpourri , Museums, 
Organizations,  First  the  Book,  and  Numismatic  Terms.  An  Index  com- 
pletes the  volume. 

^ While  the  Almanac  is  naturally  heavily  oriented  toward  United  States 

P coins,  tokens,  and  paper  money,  there  is  also  quite  a bit  of  coverage 
of  Canadian  numismatics  and  even  world  coins.  Of  particular  interest 
to  the  world  traveler  is  an  address  list  with  viewing  hours  for  museums 
throughout  the  world  with  numismatic  displays.  Another  chapter  lists 
names  and  addresses  of  numismatic  organizations  and  clubs  throughout 
the  world. 

A copy  of  this  book  would  be  a popular  and  welcome  addition  to  any  club 
1 i brary . 


★ icicic-k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k-k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k-k-k-k'k'kir'k-k'k-k-k-k 


Reviewed  by  Steve  Feller 
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Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


THE  SEA-PORT  OF  "CENTUM  CELLAE" 


i 


The  sea-port  of  "Centum  Cellae", 
now  called  Civita  Vecchia,  was 
built  by  the  Roman  Emperor 
Trajan.  The  port  is  shown  on 
sestertii  minted  by  Trajan, 
with  the  legend  of  "PORTVM 
TRAIANI  S C".  The  port  is 
shown  in  octagonal  form,  adorn- 
ed with  various  buildings,  and 
in  the  middle  three  gallies. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Zdenek  Knapek,  Wurmova  7,  750  00  Prerov,  Czechoslovakia:  As  a result 

of  my  member  notice  in  the  October,  1987  issue,  I have  learned  that 
Augustin  Hermen  worked  on  the  first  map  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  A 
guide-book  of  Maryland  from  1930-1940  contains  a lot  of  good  inform- 
ation on  Hermen  and  I would  appreciate  help  in  obtaining  a copy  of 
this  book. 

B.  F.  Brekke,  Box  304,  Chapala,  Jal.  MEXICO:  Specialsed  collector  of 

Russian  copper  coins  1700-1917  is  interested  in  receiving  list  or 
auction  catalogues  containing  larger  groups  or  especially  rare  speci- 
mens. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to: 

NI  Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 

********************************************************************** 
MEDALLION  OF  ARIADNE  AND  BACCHUS 


The  fable  of  Ariadne,  Theseus  and  Bacchus  is  depicted  on  the  reverse 
of  a medallion  of  Antoninus  Pius.  As  the  story  goes,  Ariadne,  the 
daughter  of  Minos  II  and  of  Pasiphae,  became  enamoured  with  Theseus. 

This  Athenian  hero  arrived  in  Ariadne's  homeland  of  Crete  with  some 
other  youths  that  were  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  monsterous  half  man, 
half  bull  Minotaur.  The  fable  tells  us  that  Ariadne  told  Theseus  the 
way  to  vanquish  the  monster,  and  that  she  also  gave  him  a ball  of 
thread  with  which  he  was  to  use  to  find  his  way  out  of  the  labyrinth, 
the  home  of  the  Minotaur.  Theseus  slew  the  monster,  found  his  way 
out  of  the  labyrinth  and  also  his  way  out  of  Crete,  leaving  Ariadne 
in  despair.  Bacchus  found  her  and  consoled  her  on  the  isle  of  Naxos. 

The  medallion  shows  the  two,  Ariadne 
and  Bacchus  naked  in  a chariot  drawn 
by  a Satyr  and  a she  panther.  In 
the  exergue  is  "PM  TR  POT  COS  II" 
which  related  to  the  date  of  139 
A.D.,  the  date  of  its  mintage. 

Another  medallion,  one  of  Alexander 
Severus,  shows  on  its  reverse  Bacchus 
holding  the  sleeping  Ariadne.  Around 
the  naked  couple  are  three  Satyrs  and 
near  the  group  is  an  old  man  in  a 
cloak  leaning  on  a staff.  This 
medallion  too  relates  to  this  fable. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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